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PRESIDENTIAL HANDLING 

Following PYI Is message from Prime Minister to President. 

OTE March 2, 1959 

Dear Friend, 

I got back this morning from a four day tour to Kiev and 
Leningrad. We are meeting the Russians again thfe afternoon and 
have a very full programme for our final 24 hours. 

The Russians have been showing us a fairer face since the 
scowl they directed at us last Wednesday. Khrushchev has 
recovered from his toothache - he even sent me a message in Lenin^ 












^ 



grad to say so. Mikoyan (who on Wednesday told us he probably 
would not be able to come to meet us in Leningrad) did in fact Va» 
mom turn up there with Gromyko and great efforts were made there 
by the Russians to restore a cordial atmosphere. 

All this seemed to me to be satisfactory, not so much in 
itself as in providing some evidence that ' Khrushchev thinks he 
jwent too far in the speech he made last Tuesday and in the rather I 

rough / 
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rough treatment he tried to give us the following day. i think the 
attitude we tried to maintain of firmness allied with forebearance 
has paid a dividend, we shall go on maintaining it. 

At Leningrad Gromyko gave Selwyn an advance copy of a Note 
the Russians are sending in reply to the last Western Note. Formal 
■p copies of it have been handed this morning to our Embassy here 
and to yours. There is a lot of the usual tiresome stuff at the 
beginning of this Note, but I think the last paragraphs are well 
worth careful study, while I certainly intend to eschew all optimism 
I do feel that the miwi proposals the Russians now make can perhaps 
legitimately be regarded as a bit of an advance on their previous 
position. 

I hope your people will study thfe Note carefully, and if 
I may say so I hope too that you will ensure that they refrain 
from any hasty or too hostile reaction. 

With warm regards, 

As ever, HAROLD UNQTE 
President «s response confcalned/DepTel 7805. 
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